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We now pass on to the second issue, *>&., whether
Janmejaya was the person who was really engaged in
the Mahabharata fight. This has been a little anticipated
in a previous chapter, but it would not be much amiss
if the whole subject is here brought together as in a
focus. Weber Chinks that there is a great confusion in
the Mahabharata as to who this Janmejaya was. He
is sometimes represented as an ancestor. He is again
said to be a son of Parikshita, the grandson of Arjuna.
A Janmejaya Parikshita is mentioned in the i3th Kanda
of the Shatapatha Brahmana, where it is related that he
performed a horse-sacrifice with the help of the sage
Indrota Devapi Shaunaka and was thereby absolved
wholly from the sin of Brahmahatya. It is therefore infer-
red that there was only one Janmejaya, the great-grand-
son of Arjuna, and that the sin or guilt of which he was
absolved was the sin of the great war.
It is no doubt true that there is some confusion in the
Mahabharata as to whether Parikshita Janmejaya was
an ancestor or a descendant of the great heroes of the
Mahabharata war.    The confusion, -or rather contradic-
tion, is due to the attempt of the last editor of the Maha-
bharata, as has been shown in the first book, to increase
the bulk of the Bharata of Vaishampayana by repetition
as well as by the bringing in of all the floating minor
"historical episodes which were current in his days.   In the
*Adi-Parva, Chapter 94, we  have a genealogy   of the
Pandavas given in metre, while in the very next chapter,
which is in prose, the same has been given again.    It
seems probable that the metrical Chapter 94 is a subse-
quent addition by Sauti as has already been remarked.